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LIZZIE 
Do you know, Jane; a thought has lingered with me since your arrival: I like Mary. Is it terrible 
to admit that I didn’t know I did? 

 
JANE 

I feel ashamed of myself but… neither did I. She is changed, is she not? 
 

LIZZIE 
Yes, for the better I think. Or perhaps it is we who have changed. What she said yesterday about 
feeling… uncomfortable with her arrangement. It actually reminded me of… myself. 

 

JANE 
Did it? 

 

LIZZIE 
In the way that sometimes I feel that the very fine “Mrs. Darcy” who is mistress of the very fine 
Pemberley estate is someone altogether different from the woman that stands before you. 

 

JANE 
Oh, Lizzie, you are being silly. 

 

LIZZIE 
Exactly. And I cannot imagine it is appropriate for Mrs. Darcy to be so. 

 
JANE 

You are allowed to be exactly who you are! You make your mark, silly and serious, on this 
house and this family and on your dear Mr. Darcy, who adores you. 

 
LIZZIE 

As do you. How Bingley has grown positively devoted by your side. 
 

JANE 
We are rightly matched I think. 

 

LIZZIE 
Unlike poor Lydia, who appears more insistent on being more precocious than she was at 15. 
Is this how she is always in the world, or does she simply become more… Lydia when she is 
with us? What do we do? Is Mary right? Is Lydia’s happiness a lie? 

 
JANE 

I do so wish it were possible to change her circumstance but there are no real options. 
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