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KING HENRY IV Side 
 
I know not whether God will have it so 
For some displeasing service I have done, 
That, in His secret doom, out of my blood 
He’ll breed revengement and a scourge for me; 
But thou dost in they passages of life 
Make me believe that thou art only marked 
For the hot vengeance and the rod of heaven 
To punish my mistreadings. Tell me else, 
Could such inordinate and low desires 
Such poor, such bare, such lewd, such mean attempts, 
Such barren pleasures, rude society 
As thou art matched withal and grafted to  
Accompany the greatness of thy blood  
And hold their level with thy princely heart? 
Thy place in Council thou hast rudely lost, 
Which by thy younger brother is supplied, 
And art almost an alien to the hearts 
Of all the court and princes of my blood. 
The hope and expectation of thy time 
Is ruined, and the soul of every man 
Prophetically do forethink thy fall.  
For thou hast lost thy princely privilege  
With vile participation. Not an eye 
But is a-weary of thy common sight, 
Save mine, which hath desir’d to see thee more, 
Which now doth that I would not have it do, 
Make blind itself with foolish tenderness. 
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KING HENRY IV 
 
So shaken as we are, so wan with care, 
Find we a time for frighted peace to pant 
And breathe short-winded accents of new broils 
To be commenc’d in strands afar remote. 
No more the thirsty entrance of this soil 
Shall daub her lips with her own children’s blood, 
No more shall trenching war channel her fields, 
Nor bruise her flow’rets with the armed hoofs 
Of hostile paces. Those opposed eyes, 
Which, like the meteors of a trouble heaven 
All of one nature, of one substance bred, 
Did lately meet in the intestine shock 
And furious close of civil butchery, 
Shall now, in mutual well-beseeming ranks, 
March all one way and be no more oppos’d 
Against acquaintance, kindred, and allies. 
 


