
BARDOLPH Side 
 

HENRY, PRINCE OF WALES 

Faith, tell me now in earnest, how came Falstaff’s sword so hack’d? 

PETO 

Why, he hack’d it with his dagger, and said he would swear truth out of England but he would 
make you believe it was done in fight, and persuaded us to do the like. 

BARDOLPH 

Yea, and to tickle our noses with speargrass to make them bleed, and then to beslubber our 
garments with it and swear it was the blood of true men. I did that I did not this seven year 
before, I blush’d to hear his monstrous devices. 

HENRY, PRINCE OF WALES 

O villain, thou stolest a cup of sack eighteen years ago, and wert taken with the manner, and 
ever since thou hast blush’d extempore. Thou hadst fire and sword on thy side, and yet thou 
ran’st away; what instinct hadst thou for it? 

BARDOLPH 

My lord, do you see these meteors? Do you behold these exhalations? 

Pointing to his own face. 

HENRY, PRINCE OF WALES 

I do. 

BARDOLPH 

What think you they portend? 

HENRY, PRINCE OF WALES 

Hot livers and cold purses. 

BARDOLPH 

Choler, my lord, if rightly taken. 
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BARDOLPH CALLBACK SIDE  
 
BARDOLPH 
Good morrow, honest gentlemen: I beseech you, which 

is Justice Shallow? 

 
SHALLOW 
I am Robert Shallow, sir; a poor esquire of this 

county, and one of the king's justices of th e peace: 

What is your good pleasure with me? 

 
BARDOLPH 
My captain, sir, commends him to you; my captain, 

Sir John Falstaff, a tall gentleman, by heaven, and 

a most gallant leader. 

 
SHALLOW 
He greets me well, sir. I knew him a good backsword 

man. How doth the good knight? may I ask how my 

lady his wife doth? 

 
BARDOLPH 
Sir, pardon; a soldier is better accommodated than 

with a wife. 

 
SHALLOW 
It is well said, in faith, sir; and it is well said 

indeed too. Better accommodated! it is good; yea, 

indeed, is it: good phrases are surely, and ever 

were, very commendable. Accommodated! it comes of 

'accommodo' very good; a good phrase. 

 
BARDOLPH 
Pardon me, sir; I have heard the word. Phrase call 

you it? by this good day, I know not the phrase; 

but I will maintain the word with my sword to be a 

soldier-like word, and a word of exceeding good 

command, by heaven. Accommodated; that is, when a 

man is, as they say, accommodated; or when a man is, 

being, whereby a' may be thought to be accommodated; 

which is an excellent thing. 
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