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ACTOR 7:  ROSS SIDE 1 
 
 
ROSS  

The son of Duncan, 
From whom this tyrant holds the due of birth 
Lives in the English court, thither Macduff 
Is gone to pray the holy king, upon his aid 
To wake Northumberland and warlike English: 
That, by the help of these--with Him above 
To ratify the work--we may again 
Give to our tables meat, sleep to our nights, 
Free from our feasts and banquets bloody knives, 
Do faithful homage and receive free honors: 
All which we pine for now.  And this report 
Hath so exasperate the king that he 
Prepares for some attempt of war. 

 
LENNOX  

Sent he to Macduff? 

ROSS  

He did. 

LENNOX  
 
Advise him to a caution, to hold what distance 

His wisdom can provide. Some holy angel 
Fly to the court of England and unfold 
His message ere he come, that a swift blessing 
May soon return to this our suffering country 
Under a hand accursed! 

 
ROSS 

I'll send my prayers with him. 
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ACTOR 7:  ROSS CALLBACK SIDE  
 
Old Man  

Threescore and ten I can remember well: 
Within the volume of which time I have seen 
Hours dreadful and things strange; but this sore night 
Hath trifled former knowings. 

ROSS  
Ah, good father, 

Thou seest, the heavens, as troubled with man's act, 
Threaten his bloody stage: by the clock, 'tis day, 
And yet dark night strangles the travelling lamp: 
Is't night's predominance, or the day's shame, 
That darkness does the face of earth entomb, 
When living light should kiss it? 

 
Old Man  

'Tis unnatural, 
Even like the deed that's done. On Tuesday last, 
A falcon, towering in her pride of place, 
Was by a mousing owl hawk'd at and kill'd. 

ROSS  

And Duncan's horses--a thing most strange and certain-- 
Beauteous and swift, the minions of their race, 
Turn'd wild in nature, broke their stalls, flung out, 
Contending 'gainst obedience, as they would make 
War with mankind. 

Old Man  

'Tis said they eat each other. 

ROSS  

They did so, to the amazement of mine eyes 
That look'd upon't. Here comes the good Macduff. 
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ACTOR 7:  WITCH CALLBACK SIDE  
*Please prepare as one monologue, and not the dialogue of three actors. 
 
ALL  

Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble. 

First Witch  

Round about the cauldron go; 
In the poison'd entrails throw. 
Toad, that under cold stone 
Days and nights has thirty-one 
Swelter'd venom sleeping got, 
Boil thou first i' the charmed pot. 

ALL  

Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire burn, and cauldron bubble. 

Second Witch  

Fillet of a fenny snake, 
In the cauldron boil and bake; 
Eye of newt and toe of frog, 
Wool of bat and tongue of dog, 
Adder's fork and blind-worm's sting, 
Lizard's leg and owlet's wing, 
For a charm of powerful trouble, 
Like a hell-broth boil and bubble. 

ALL  

Double, double toil and trouble; 
Fire burn and cauldron bubble. 

Third Witch  

Scale of dragon, tooth of wolf, 
Witches' mummy, maw and gulf 
Of the ravin'd salt-sea shark, 
Root of hemlock digg'd i' the dark. 
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Second Witch  

Cool it with a baboon's blood, 
Then the charm is firm and good. 

First Witch  
 

By the pricking of my thumbs, 
Something wicked this way comes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


